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SUBJ: ASSOCIATION OP RECOGNISED PROPESSIONAL BODIES CALLS 
ON SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL TO RESIGN 

REF: ACCRA 4785 

1. SUMMARY: THE UMBRELLA PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATION 
COMPRISING GHANAIAN LAWYERS, DOCTORS, ARCHITECTS, 

ENGINEERS, PLANNERS, SURVEYORS, 

ACCOUNTANTS AND VETERINARIANS HAS ADOPTED A RESOLUTION 
BITTERLY CONDEMNING ACHEAMPONG'S SMC GOVERNMENT AND 
CALLING UPON IT TO RESIGN BY JULY I, OR PACE THE WITH- 
DRAWAL OF THEIR COMBINED SERVICES TO THE PUBLIC. 

GOVERNMENT HAS NOT YET REACTED TO THIS ULTIMATUM. 

2. EMBASSY HAS OBTAINED A COPY OP A RESOLUTION PASSED 
ON JUNE 23 BY THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OP THE 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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ASSOCIATION OF RECOGNIZED PROFESSIONAL BODIES. TEXT 
POLLOWS: 

3. QUOTE RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
OP THE ASSOCIATION OF RECOGNISED PROPESSIONAL BODIES 
ON THURSDAY, 23RD JUNE, QOUU 
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1 . WHEREAS IN RECENT TIMES THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SUPREME 
MILITARY COUNCIL HAS SHOWN BY VARIOUS ACTS AND OMISSIONS 
THAT IT HAS BECOME INCREASINGLY INCOMPENTENT TO GOVERN 
THE COUNTRY. 

2. WHEREAS IT HAS BECOME VERY EVIDENT THAT THE GOVERN- 
MENT HAS NO REGARD WHATSOEVER FOR ORDERLY PROCESSES LAID 
DOWN IN OUR LAWS AND REGULATIONS. 

3. WHEREAS THE GOVERNMENT HAS PLACED IN POSITIONS OP 
TRUST IN MINISTRIES OP STATE, STATE CORPORATIONS AND 
OTHER STATE ORGANISATIONS CERTAIN PERSONS MOST OF WHOM 
ARE CORRUPT AND/OR INCOMPETENT REPULTING IN MISMANAGE- 
MENT OP THE ECONOMY OF THE COUNTRY WITH ITS ATTENDANT 
HARDSHIP AND SUPFERING TO THE PEOPLE. 

4. WHEREAS THE PLIGHT OP THE AVERAGE GHANAIAN HAS 
STEADILY GROWN PROM BAD TO WORSE SINCE THE GOVERNMENT 
OP THE SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL TOOK OVER POWER BY 
PORCE OP ARMS. 

5. WHEREAS THE GOVERNMENT HAS SHOWN GROSS DISREGARD 
POR HUMAN LIPE BY CAUSING TO BE SOLD TO THE GENERAL 
PUBLIC POR HUMAN CONSUMPTION, UNWHOLESOME YELLOW 
MAIZE SENT FROM CANADA INTENDED POR POULTRY POOD ONLY. 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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6. WHEREAS IT HAS BECOME ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO PUBLISH 
ANY MATTERS CONTAINING VIEWS OPPOSED TO THOSE OP THE 
GOVERNMENT; BECAUSE THE GOVERNMENT HAS HEAVILY CLAMPED 
DOWN ON THE FREEDOM OP THE PRESS AND THEREBY DEPRIVED 
THE PEOPLE OP THIS COUNTRY OF NEWS OP HAPPENINGS 

WITHIN GHANA APPECTING THEIR OWN DESTINY. 

7. WHEREAS IT HAS BECOME THE PATTERN OF THE GOVERNMENT 
TO PIND SCAPE-GOATS POR ITS FAILURES BY DISMISSING 
PROPESSIONAL MEN OP HIGH CALIBRE FROM THEIR POSTS 
WHENEVER IT PINDS ITSELF IN DIFFICULTIES. 

8. WHEREAS THE GOVERNMENT HAS COMPULSORILY RETIED 
THE CHIEF JUSTICE OP THE COUNTRY IN A MANNER CONTRARY 
TO THE PRESERVED ARTICLE 1 16 (5) OF SUSPENDED 
CONSTITUTION AND HAS NOW TAKEN STEPS TO LEGALISE ITS 
ILLEGALITY BY A DECREE TO OPERATE RETROSPECTIVELY. 

9. WHEREAS THE GOVERNOR OP THE BANK OF GHANA, THE 
COMMISSIONER POR INCOME TAX, TWO PROPESSORS OP THE 
GHANA MEDICAL SCHOOL AND OTHER PUBLIC OPPICERS WERE 
COMPULSORILY RETIRED BY THE GOVERNMENT WITHOUT ANY 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


REASONS BEING ASSIGNED FOR ITS ACTION. 

10. WHEREAS BY THESE PREMATURE RETIREMENTS AND OTHER 
ACTS THE GOVERNMENT HAS SHAKEN THE CONEIDENCE OE BOTH 
PUBLIC OEEICERS AT ALL LEVELS AND THE POEPLE OE THIS 
COUNTRY CAUSING GENERAL DEMORALISATION WITH ITS 
ATTENDANT RESULTS. 

1 1 . WHEREAS THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SUPREME MILITARY 
COUNCIL IN ITS DESIGN TO PERPETUATE THE CONTROL OE 
POWER IN THIS COUNTRY BY THE ARMED EORCES HAS 
INTRODUCED THE CONCEPT OP "UNION GOVERNMENT" AND 
DEPINED IT AS A GOVERNMENT COMPRISING THE ARMED EORCES, 
THE POLICE AND CIVILIANS. 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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12. WHEREAS THERE HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLE UNREST AND 
MALAISE IN THE COUNTRY DURING THE PAST SIX WEEKS 
AND THE PEOPLE OP THE COUNTRY HAVE DEMONSTRATED 
THEIR GENERAL DISSATISFACTION FOR THE GOVERNMENTS' 
MISMANAGEMENT OP THE ECONOMY AND ITS TOTAL DISREGARD 
POR THE VALUE OF EDUCATION BY THE POLLOWING ACTS, 
NAMELY:- 


(A) DEMONSTRATIONS BY STUDENTS OP THE THREE 
UNIVERSITITS IN THE COUNTRY AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT 
OP THE SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL POR MISMANAGING 
THE ECONOMY AND BRINGING UNDUE HARDSHIP 

TO THE PEOPLE AND POR ITS CONCEPT OP "UNION GOVERN- 
MENT". 

(B) WITHDRAWAL OP SERVICES BY THE GHANA MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATIONNPOR THE CLOSURE OP THE THREE UNIVERSITIES. 

(C) WITHDRAWAL OP REPRESENTATIONS BY THE GREATER 
ACCRA AND CENTRAL REGIONAL BRANCHES OF THE BAR 
ASSOCIATION FROM COIRTS AND OTHER ADJUDICATING 


CONPIDENTIAL 
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BODIES FOLLOWING THE PREMATURE RETIREMENT OP THE SAID 
PUBLIC OPPICERS. 

(D) WITHDRAWAL OF SERVICES BY THE GHANA MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION FOLLOWING THE COMPULSORY RETIREMENT OF TWO 
PROFESSORS OP THE GHANA MEDICAL SCHOOL. 

(D) PASSING OP RESOLUTIONS AND DEMONSTRATIONS BY 

BANK WORKERS POLLOWING THE COMPULSORY RETIREMENT OP THE 

GOVERNOR OF THE BANK OP GHANA. 

(P) PASSING OF RESOLUTIONS BY THE CONVOCATIONS OP 
THE UNIVERSITY OP GHANA AND THE UNIVERSITY OP SCIENCE 
AND THECNOLOGY TO EXPRESS THEIR LOSS OF CONFIDENCE IN 
THE GOVERNMENT AND THREATING TO WITHDRAW THEIR SERVICES 
IP THE GOVERNMENT FAILS TO RESIGN. 

WE, THE MEMBERS OP THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OP THE 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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ASSOCIATION OF RECOGNISED PROFESSIONAL BODIES:- 

1 . DO HERE RESOLVE TO CONDEMN UNRESERVEDLY ALL THE 
ACTIONS OP THE GOVERNMENT STATED ABOVE AND CALL UPON 
THE GOVERNMENT TO RESIGN IMMEDIATELY AND TO HAND OVER TO 
A PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION COMPRISING THE CHIEP JUSTICE 

AS CHAIRMAN, A REPRESENTATIVE OP THE NATIONAL HOUSE OP 
CHIEPS AND A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 
OP GHANA. 

2. WE PURTHER RESOLVE THAT THE PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION 
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SHOULD BE ASSISTED BY A NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
COMPRISING:- 

(A) THE SPEAKER OE THE LAST NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 

(B) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE NATIONAL HOUSE OF CHIEFS. 

(C) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC SECRETARIAT. 

(D) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR WOMEN AND 
DEVELOPMENT. 

(E) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE TRADES UNION CONGRESS. 

(F) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE GHANA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

(F) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE THREE UNIVERSITIES. 

(H) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ARMED FORCES. 

(I) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE POLICE AND 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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(J) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ASSOCIATION OF RECOGNISED PROF- 
ESSIONEL BODIES. 

3. WE FURTHER RESOLVE THAT THE PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION 
SHOULD IN CONSULTATION WITH THE NATIONAL ADVISORY 
COUNCIL APPOINT AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT HEADED BY A 
PRIME MINISTER TO RUN THE AFFAIRS OF STATE FOR THE 
TIME BEING. 

4. WE FURTHER RESOLVE THAT WITHIN A PERIOD OF ONE MONTH 
OF ITS ESTABLISHMENT THE PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION IN 
CONSULTATION WITH THE NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL SHOULD 
DRAW UP A TIME TABLE FOR THE SMOOTH TRANSFER OF POWER 
TO A PROPERLY ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY. THIS 
SHOULD INCLUDE:- 

(A) THE APPOINTMENT OF A CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY TO 
REVIEW 1969 CONSTITUTION. 

(B) THE APPOINTMENT OF A COMMITTEE TO REVIEW THE 
POLITICAL PARTIES REGISTRATION DECREE AND TO FORMULATE 
ELECTORAL RULES. 

(C) DATE FOR LIFTING OF BAN ON POLITICAL ACTIVITIES. 

(D) DATE FOR GENERAL ELECTIONS. 
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(E) DATE EOR ELECTION OE A PRESIDENT. 

5. WE EURTHER RESOLVE THAT THE PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION 
ON ASSUMING OEEICE SHOULD IMMEDIATELY SET UP A PRESS 

TRUST EOR THE MANAGEMENT OE THE STATE OWNED NEWSPAPERS AND 
OTHER NEWS MEDIA, TELEVISION AND RADIO AND THE GHANA 
NEWS AGENCY. 

6. WE FINALLY RESOLVE THAT IF BY FRIDAY, 1ST JULY, 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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1977 THE GOVERNMENT HAS NOT COMPLIED WITH OUR DEMAND 
TO RESIGN, ALL MEMBERS OF THE PROFESSIONAL BODIES 
WITHIN THE ASSOCIATION OF RECOGNISED PROFESSIONAL 
BODIES SHALL WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE WITHDRAW ALL THEIR 
SERVICES TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC. 

THE PROFESSIONAL BODIES REPRESENTED ARE:- 

1 . THE GHANA BAR ASSOCIATION 

2. THE GHANA MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 

3. THE GHANA INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS 

4. THE GHANA INSTITUTION OF ENGINEERS 

5. THE GHANA INSTITUTE OF PLANNERS 

6. THE GHANA INSTITUTION OF SURVEYORS 

7. THE GHANA PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY 

8. THE INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS (GHANA) 

9. THE GHANA VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 
END QUOTE 

4. COMMENT: THIS ACTION IS INDICATIVE OF THE KINDS OF RELENTLESS 
PRESSURES OPERATING ON ACHEAMPONG TO STEP DOWN. WE 
NOTE, HOWEVER, THAT THE FORCES OPPOSED TO ACHEAMPONG 
HAVE NOT YET SUCCEEEDED IN ENLISTING ANY SIGNIFICANT 
TRADE UNION ELEMENTS IN THEIR CAUSE, I.E., P&T, WATER, 

ELECTRICAL, AND SANITATION WORKERS, ETC. THE LATTER 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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ARE BETTER PLACED TO PARALYZE THE CITY THAN THE 
ABOVE PROFESSIONAL GROUPS, OF WHOM THE DOCTORS ARE 
UNDOUBTEDLY THE MOST WORRISOME TO THE GOVERNMENT. 
SMITH 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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